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CDiUY UETiiOL)1ST OirUHCH - 1663 

..hen kaolin Chupel on ^.tony Wreek became too snail for 
the nunber of people who worshiped there, they felt the need 
for u ne . church, so those living near haray decided, to build 
a church at -dray. 

The date of the deed was June 17, 1862 - i'he lend tcs 
~ iven by Nathan and l.urgaret G. 3i.rlov?-» 121 poles adjoining 
the turnpike road. The deed was made to George ?. Noore, 
.Samuel 3. I'oore, ’..illism K. Sharp, Henry Barlow, and Thornes 
Auldridge, Trustees for the Llethodist episcopal Church. 

This was a Northern IJetkodist church until the llethodist 
Churches united. However, all denominations were welcomed 
here. It is located about one-four«.h mile from the village 
of iaray on Route j 219. 

Jvlr. E. 3. Ning v.a3 the contractor and boarded at 
Samuel 3. iloore's. John Hull was a carpenter under hr. 

Iling. hessrs. James and George ... UcCollum were the stone 
mesons and built the foundation and chimney. oone of the 
members hauled lumber and some furnished lumber by way of 
paying their part. The c urch was paid for by subscription 
and a very substantial collection was received 1 1 the ded¬ 
ication. This wus used to help pay for the church. 

Rev. h. Li. Chappell was the pastor at the time this 
church ivas b. ilt. The Hamlin Chapel and Kdray Church have 
.lv.ays been served by the same pastor. 
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hen the Idray Church t*ls built, the llamlin Chapel con¬ 
gregation worshiped ut this church for twenty-three years and 
abandoned the Hamlin Chapel for that length of time. 

Mrs. -aina L. Price, v.ife of Hr. ..illian T. Price wrote 
the words to a hynrn that v.-us sung at the dedication of the 
_dray Churoh. Lrs. Price was a poet and published two 
• volumes of versed. 

This church building is a large frame building with a 
seating capacity of five hundred. The church has always 
bean too large for the congregation. However, the object 
in building such a large church v.us in order to have room 
for large gatherings such as protracted meetings, conventions, 
funerals, etc. 

shortly after the Hdray church v/as completed, the °oun' 
Teachers’ Institute was held here for a number of ye- rs, or 
until after Marlinton had begun to develop ana they wore held 

there. 

..mong those who were influential in building the -.dray 
Church and were the first members, were: 

itev. George P. Moore, who was licensed to preach in 16 

Mr. and Mrs. oanuel 3. Moore 

j-r. John Barlow 

Mr. .'.nderson Barlow 

.~r. Davis Barlow 

• *r. i .. P. Gay 


•rs. Josephine mann 
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-enry ^urlon 

H. and Julio r. sharp 
Thomas ..uldridge 
Josiuh Jtarlon end family 
Iso c -harp and family 
Itankin x ; oai?e ' 

... J. wraith end family 

-^ron more v;ho lived a tails below ^rlinton. 

George II. ley _ nd ;.lfe. 

J^-ues ..uldrld 5 e end fwiij,, Kh0 otKe from Uofc 

cbout four miles from -.drov. "’hnv b«iva^ 

j Aney v.olLCu end were present 

“t evel 3r service of aaj kind that woo held In the o.uroh. 


?he pastors ..ho have served this coasre-atlon iron 
1776 to the present time, tre: 


1876 - 

- i67e 

Rev 

» J. 0. ..ioliline 

1678 - 

■ 1679 

- 

Ai. ... iiiohnrda 

1879 - 

1080 

» 

Geo. P. luoorc 

1860 - 

1662 

" 

C. hedrial: 

1662 - 

16 53 

- 

J. C. .ichline 

1303 - 

1885 


..... . 

1385 - 

1886 

« 

Oeorce Spencer 

1667 - 

1688 


R. E. Clurk 

1S9& - 

1894 


3. C. Ilorct*n 

1894 - 

16*9 

- 

... aw. e>herp 

169 9 - 

1901 - 

lv. ul 

1904 

„ 

L. ft. thin con 

L'. Crt.btree 
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1904 - 1905 Rev. o. Ut Ke 


1905 - 1909 
1909 - 1913 
1913 - 191C 
1915 - 1920 
1920 - 1923 
1923 - 1929 

1929 - 1933 
1933 - 1956 

1930 - 1938 


George tf. Karston 
Iru j?. Rickett 


!-• h., Rs tnsey 
C. A. Powers 


T. H. Taylor 
0. R. Carder 
D. J. Combs 


1938 - present Rev. R. H. Skaggs 

i.he trustees at the tine the church was bililt were: 

Rev. Goo. r. Loore 

Samuel 3. J.oore 

V/ra. LI. ^iiurp 

rlenry nor low 

Thomas ^.uldriage 

This church at the present time has .bout twenty-five 
3 members. They have preaching services the first and 
Sundays of each month. 

Tne trustees for 1940 L 1941 ire: 

Asa c. Jarlow 
Oollet u cy 
Robert Gay 
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-*obert Juy 
Frank Young 
Jjts. o. H. I^oore 

Pliere has tilv,ays been * ii-ndoy School in this -church. 

..t the first it was closed during the most severe v.inter 
Weather. .’he Sunday school is in session all the year 
round now. The enrollment is thirty. -.rs. .^rnett lloHeil 
is the oupt. 

The j-adies of the church have a very uctive organiza¬ 
tion, the todies’ —id Jociety. .he officers are: 
rresident — .ors. S. R. Loore 
1're.surer — -rs. ... H. ley 
oecretury — <.rs. *-lsie Van Keenan 

This organization helps to j.icy the pistor’s salary. 

They also keep the personage repaired and help to keep the 
church in good condition. The parsonage und about four acres 
of land belong to the church. -he parsonage with the land 
is valued at 3500.00. both the church and parsonage are 
free of debt. ihe church also supplies the pastor ith a 
good cow. 

In ^epte.ber, 10dO tno parsonage caught on fire. ..11 
the rae:.bers of the household .ere sleeping soundly. Had it 
not been for the dog awakening the family, the consequences 
iai-.ht nave been .ore serious. .‘•s it was, most of - - e lurni 
lure on the first floor of the house was destroyed and uhe 

huil-ing was badly damaged/ fhe building was covered by 
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insurance and so that vias token care of but there no in¬ 
surance on the furniture. The fire oought in the radio. 

The greatest loss was four or five very expensive stringed 
instruments. The Ladies' ,.id gave o silver too and with 
the receipts refurnished a part of the phrsonoge. 

Last year the Ladies' ^id mode eighty dollars and ell 
of this was spent on the church and parsonage. 

kr. okaggs has nine churches on his charge. lor his 
sef vices to oil of these churches, he receives one thousand 
dollars per year, use of the parsonage, cow ana some land 
which he farms. Each church pays a definite port of the 
nastor’s salary, proportioned according to the active member¬ 
ship of the respective churches. 

The Ladies’ Aid societies of the other churches on 
this charge contribute to the upkeep of the personage. 

Information: Church records 

Mrs. -idara Baxter 
Mr. ..nderson Barlov; 

Rev. R. H. okag£S 
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